
March 20, 2020 
 

To members of the BC Law Community: 
 

As we face the global spread of a novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19), our priorities as student leaders                 
have been supporting the physical, mental, and emotional health and safety of our members and the student                 
community. In the last week, our peers have seen their schedules, plans, and lives disrupted. These are fluid                  
and unprecedented times for all of us. 
 

On Wednesday, March 18, 2020, Dean Rougeau announced BCLS’s transition towards a different grading              
system. Today, we are writing in support of Dean Rougeau’s decision to move all JD and LLM Law School                   
courses to a mandatory Pass/Fail basis for the Spring 2020 semester. 
 

We urge our community to practice compassion and support one another. Parts of our community are                
experiencing layoffs and financial loss, and are transitioning into the gig-economy to support themselves and               
their families. Some have been physically displaced. Others are overwhelmed by fear and anxiety as they                
self-isolate. Some are immunocompromised, chronically ill, or have disabilities that are profoundly affected by              
this rapidly changing and unpredictable environment. Some have realized that while the virus does not               
discriminate, people do.  
 

In these unprecedented times, COVID-19 will also disproportionately impact students academically. Online            
instruction requires access to an electronic device. It necessitates high-quality internet and a study space.               
Moreover, it assumes a student’s ability to continue old routines as if reality was not ripped from under them. 
 

An “opt-in/opt-out” approach creates an illusory choice. Those with the mental, financial, and physical              
capacity to continue their studies without disruption receive the benefit of “opting in” to a graded system. By                  
contrast, those dealing with non-academic factors may be unable to meet a graded system’s demands and, by                 
“opting out,” are penalized for their circumstances. Thus, employers may request explanations or dismiss              
students with a “Pass” when compared to those with letter grades. 

 
Parts of the BCLS community have expressed disappointment with this transition. But, that disappointment              

pales in comparison to the hardships experienced during this public health crisis.  
 

It is easy to be compassionate in times of comfort. It is difficult to be compassionate in times that challenge                    
our ability to think beyond our individual-self. Our transition to a mandatory Pass/Fail system demonstrates the                
community and compassion BCLS prides itself in. It helps those disproportionately affected by COVID-19.              
We are confident our community is up for this challenge.  We owe this to each other. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Meaghan Annett, Savanna Arral, Nicole Chakraborty, 
Audrey Cleaver-Bartholomew, Zane Fernandez, Jamie 
Haddad, Victoria Moreno, Yani Ngo, and Chinyere 
Okogeri.* 

_____________________ 
 

*While the signatories are leaders on campus and in their communities, they recognize that they do not speak for all 
members of their organizations nor all students at BCLS.  


